
Comparing the book and the film Goodnight Mister Tom 

 Characters Setting In my opinion… 

Book 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the opening of 
the book you 
meet a young boy 
called William 
and a lady who 
was the Billeting 
officer for that 
location. Later on 
you come across 
an older man 
called Tom, who 
is to be the host 
parent of young 
William.  

 
The setting in the 
book is at the 
doorstep of Mr 
Tom Oakley’s tiny 
cottage, in the 
countryside. 

 
In my opinion 
the opening of 
the book is 
more 
descriptive 
especially 
about the 
character; Mr 
Oakley and 
William. 

Film 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the opening of 
the film, you see 
little girls and 
boys carrying 
their belongings 
in a brown paper 
bag. After 
sometime, you 
meet a 
particularly small 
boy called 
William.  

However in the 
opening of the 
film, you see 
multiple children 
on the train just 
arriving at the 
countryside. 

 
Personally, I 
prefer the book 
because I had a 
vision of little 
William in my 
head, were as 
in the film he 
wasn’t as I 
expected.   


